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First Explicit Acknowledgment of Soviet Yanned-Fili ght ; 
With the launching of the spaceship satellite, Soviet propagends has for 
the first time firmly committed the USSR to the man-in-space race. The 

official TAGS announcement of the feat made it clear that the lewnching 

of the satellite wae part of en experimental program aimed at putting 4 

mannad velicle in space. No previous Soviet outer-space experiment has 

been so deseribed. _ . 


TABS states that the Soviet Union has been conducting scientific research 
end design vork in py ation for a manned flight into outer space “for 
the past few years." This has not been made clear in propaganda until now. 
Q@nly since last October have there been any propaganda indications of 
aetual preparations for manned flight--end these have until now been in~- 
direct, in the form of sporadic discuasions of human physiological experi- 
ments, the testing of special gear such as space suite, and the aceumusted 


_ experience of Soviet test pilots. At no time until now has the propaganda 


expliditiy acknowledged the existence of a fuliscale manned-flight program 


Noting that the spaceship has a pressurized cabin on board, which contains 
a dumy space man end “all the necessary equipment for a future manned 
flight,” the TABS announcement states that this “lays the beginning for the 
difficult endeavors to bulld reliable spaceships guarenteeing safe mamned 
flights into outer space.” 

Gubsequent. yropaganda underscores the connection between the speceship 
satellite and the Soviet man-in-space project. Selentist Dobronravov, 
quoted by TASS, asserte that “the main acientifie information the spaceship 
de expected to furnish te necessary for finding out the possibility of men's 
presence in space and for his safe retwm to earth.” TASS on 18 May quotes 
eo TEVROTTA article by Professor 6. Rosenberg as saying that the Soviet 
spaceship "ts the first of a series of astellites designed to solve the 
problem of humen travel in mpgs One prominent Estonian scientist goes 
ao far as to fet, in a TASS interview, that "in ali probability, not 
yeara but months will be sufficient" to prepare for the flight of a Soviet 


et delegetion spokesman in Paris, as saying that the USER vould "very 
mel Jemeh a manned space rogket, but Moseow has not repeated this fore-« 
ea ip « a 


Discussing Manned Plight: Until now the propagende had 
ne rn e most remote undertaking relative to ail 


ED ARH, PREG EAS OSG RTA ABST bogs nagraNn 00017-0 
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@atii recently the propaganda had even played down the importence of putting 
& man into space. As recently ae 20 Jenuary 1960, commentator Belitekty 
told Moscow's North American listeners: “Xt is wrong to think thet manned 


wpace flight is the min or top-priority objecbive™ of Soviet selentists.. 


Although Soviet medis in recent months tended to generate on air of tnoreased 
optiniem around thie subject, predicting more frequently that a Soviet man 
would be first im outer apace, right up to the present spaceship lameching 


| the wan-in-space question continued to be discussed with studied caution. 


One leading spece sclentist--Academician Sedov in BBW TIMES, January (Mo. 3) 
1960--even questioned whether a mm in spece would be able to solve any 


problems that could not be solved by automstic devices. Professor Pobedono- 
stey, in TNTERNATIONAL 


|, Movember (Mo. 11) 1959, wrote off the U.8. 
astronent project as “sheer sensationaliem." This vas Moscow's ‘Stem, very 


‘belated, acknowledgment of the Meroury project. 


Goviet coment had been anticipating the S satibice: of a heavy ested lite 
since lete Jonvary, when the propaganda on the foviet Pacific Qcean rocket 
teste emphasize the acientific advantages to be derived from the development 
of “heavier” earth aatellites. ‘The teste themselves were said to have been 
— of a program for producing a more powerful multistage ballistic rocket 

that cowl.d laumich heavier earth satellites or fly to other pienste. 
Rebronravev now (15 May) pang links the spaceship satellite's bocater 
to the rockets tested by the UIEK lest January. 


Aeeording to the TASS announcement, the wees satellite was designed 
aa similate a menned space flight in ali respects except recovery of the 
pantie ler, oho While the pressurised cabin will be seperated from the 
ee ahtp { does not ALsclose when this will be attempted), tt will 
ecend on comand from earth and burn up ia the denser layers of the 

Recturnege Selentist Dobronravov, im a Radle Moscow comment on the 

ng on 15 Mey, expresses confidence that “the day is net fer off” 
vhen the problem of satellite recovery cen be solved. ‘The qualified nature 
of Dobronravor's statement, together with Moscow's failure to announce a 
recovery attempt of the spaceship’s cebin, adds up to an admiasion of 
fediure so far to solve this key problem of space flight. Dobronravov's 
earlier optimistic oS the 27 Jenusry LITERATURE AND LIPE-~thet 
the"next stage” in developing artificial aarck satellites would be to equip 
than with a device thet would permit their safe return to earth has thus 
failed to materialize. 


The propagenda on the space ship to date has conteined no reference to 
patrorockete ov other devices that Soviet selentiste have previously satd 


- af@ necessary for any safe descent of a sputnik to earth. 


~ 2 « 
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Bome Gieappointment over the failure to make progress on the recovery 
is ragietered in a SOVIET AVIATION article reviewed by TASS on 
28 May! “Gome enthusiastic devotees of astronauties heve been somewhat 
@ieappointed on learning that the cabin of the spaceship satellite wlll not 
be vetrieved.” The authors of the article alao indleate that Soviet selentists 
pre in fact sik) some distance from a break~ through in solving the reentry 
peoblem. This | am, they write, is "so complicated thet special inves- 
beggin wil | to be carried out to solve it.” Academician Sedov, speaking 
in the sano vein ios hoot service brosdesst on 25 Yay, says thet although | 
the WSR hes sent sloft an epparatus capable of sending « wan into outer 
space, “th. problem of 9 safe returnto earth haa not yet been solved in practice 
tne the probles of safe a ae for long periods of time aleo regutres con- 
siderable research.” | indicates thet the reentry problem hse — 
= high priority, aoting. that a “large muber" of Soviet scienticats 
with variqus petetias are “now engaged in the solution of these problema.” 


Boviet sieaiere: eer euggest progress in preparing for manned apace 
» bat balance optimistic statements with adwon: tions against premature 
expectations. ‘Relative to other space projects on the Boviet agenda, the 
wan~inespace program has been pictured all elong as the most remote undertaking. 
We Soviet man will be sent into space, selence commentators insist, until. 
ees a al ee as cefety during flight, safe return to the earth's 
etmosphers, & aofe landing are solved. 


“Rt 4s wrong to think that aumed flight into space ts the main ot tc 
yetority objective” of Soviet sclentists, commntetor Belitakty told forth 
cen audiences on 20 January 1960. Aecording to Helitekiy, “euch a flight 
Will undoubtedly be made in due course, but not before ite safety ie thoroughly 
insured by adequate probing of outer spece with. automate roakets." 


Simtleriy, Peofeesor Pokrovakly discussing the prospects tor manned space 
flight in the Tebruary (Mo. 2) PROMLAMS OF PHULOSOPEY, pointed out that "the 
present level of aofence and technology ri not yet ‘make 1% possible to avoid 
sone harm to the health of mm in space travel.” Se added reassuringly, 
however, that “contemporary science makes it possible to expect that effective 
means Wi3d be found in the near future to ahield man ageinet, radiation, and 
thet future apace travelers will have their health pectected." 


At the sewe tie, the propaganda seems to reflect. and even ab time to generate 
& somewhat increased stmosyghere of optimiam about. prospects for putting 
Soviet man into outer space. Fokrovekiy reported in his PROBLEMS OF PATLOSOPHY 
erbiale that a large number of people in the Soviet tad on had argent y" re 
quested the right to participate in the first manned apace flights. an , 


Somavhet more frequency than in the past, there are predictions tha’ the 
first astronaut will be a Soviet citizen. fn article in the 31 December 1959 
BOVIET AVIATION quoted the following statemint by a Soviet test pilot that 
had originelly appeared in the same newspaper on 18 Getcber: 
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Bverything accomplished in the heavier atmosphere of earth reste 
in the person of our plict specialist, who is more than prepared 
for the start into the cosmos. We are convinced that Soviet man 
will be first to fly in the cosmos. Our test pilots will put 
forth every effort to ensure thet this first men in the sosnos 
will, be a Soviet test plict. 


In. both domestic and foreign-lang grems on 3 Pebruary 1960 Radio 
Moscow attributed to ¥. 8. W cdantiute = Vorcher Yon Brau the opinion that 

_ wee Soviets * way very well beat the United Stetes to launching « man into 

~ wpece." The fo day, Soviet selentist G. N. Lipzkiy sald in a Moscow 
heme service talk on the nature of the moon that “the day is not far off 
When the surface of the mon will be visited by the segue man from earth, 
eed we fo not doubt thet 1+ will be our man-- a Soviet 


Soviet regional radio services have sleo carried several predictions that 
& Soviet mm will be the first to fly in outer space. 


Although there ati) hes been no direct mention in the propaganda of an 

existing Se progrem in the USSR such as the U. 5. 

ry Project, preparing for mnned flight ia eonnoted in sporadic dis- 
cuasicas of tnoaan physiological experiments end of the experience accumileted 

Soviet test plicts. TASS published on 13 Jenuary a new popiilar sefence 

s for exhibition > the USSR that is concerned with the biologics) 
tione «< broneuts in outer space. Adcording to TASS, the film shows 
experiments with chicrelia, miacroscopic algaw oapable of vigorously regen- 
erating oxygen. The film also reportedly records "mn's reaction at eight 


~ Gs of acceleration when his body weighs 600 kilograms and his blood becomes 


heavier than mercury." 


f one of « reguier series of Moscow home service programe on seience and 
seving, on 2S damunry, Soviet selentiat Yori Frolov eaids 


Seftence is working on weye and mens of reducing the tremendous strain 
tua to acepleration whe man would experience in take-off. There is 
éieo the problem of special. cuits. Soma ore alreedy undergoing testa. 
= etal aclence of space pliyélology le faced with a great meny unsolved 
ime, but unsolved does not mean imeolvable. We physiologists will 
ali ve cm to yut man in space at an early date. 


Similar articles seussing in detail laboratory studies of the éffects of 
speed, altitude, and G-forces on the hunen organism had appeared in mass 
@irevistion organs a6 early es last October. 
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